
 

 

Family Arts Academy at PAFA 
 

2010-11 Summary Report  
 
Family Arts Academy at PAFA’s  inaugural year, 2010-11, was an extraordinary success.  
Attendance levels totaled nearly 8,000, more than 2½ times the first-year overall attendance 
goal, and participant feedback reflected very high satisfaction.  This report will summarize the 
work and results in each area of the program.    
 
I.  FAMILY ARTMAKING WORKSHOPS constituted the core of Family Arts Academy’s 

activities, with 30 Sunday afternoon family art-making workshops held at PAFA, and nearly 
90 family art workshops at locations in underserved communities.     

 
Total workshop attendance (at PAFA and community locations) topped 5,700 , nearly 2½ 
times the first-year workshop attendance goal of 2,400.  

“Honey I Shrunk the Museum!” was the theme of 2010-11’s first Sunday afternoon Family Arts Academy 
workshop held at PAFA on 10/3/2010.  Families enjoyed creating their own fantasy art museum-in-a-box 

 
The 30 Sunday afternoon family art-making workshops at PAFA (12 in the fall semester 
and 18 in the winter/spring semester) were held in the very same historic art studios where 
Thomas Eakins and other renowned artists honed their art-making skills while students of 
the Academy.  Workshop attendance was 2,828 .  Admission to the workshops was free for 
the more than 70% of workshop families whose children attend Philadelphia public and 
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charter schools (standard museum admission was charged to all others).  A typical family 
attended two workshops in a semester.  At the other extreme, a very small number of 
families (under 5%) attended more than ¾ of a semester’s workshops.  Workshop themes 
included:  
 

Honey I Shrunk the Museum 
Avatar: Alternate Worlds 
Animal Journal Drawing 
The Art of Hip Hop (with 

rapper/arranger/ producer 
Kwamé) 

Halloween Mummies 
Draw a Live Horse  

Arty Instruments (with “Roots” 
keyboardist Kamal Gray) 

Construct Wood Folk Animals 
Soft Sculpture Food Pillows 
Decorative Paper & Holiday Cards 
Holiday Journal Bookmaking 
Gift of Family: Tree & Leaf Ornaments 
Wearable Art 
"I Have a Dream" Family Story Quilts 
Creature Feature 
African Masks 
Feel the Love (Valentine’s Cards) 
Animal Anatomy Academy 
African Adinkre Prints 
Mardi Gras Masks 
"Become Your Dreams" - Draw Hip-

Hop Dancers 
Construct Wood Folk Figures 
Papermaking 
A Slice of Life Storybook 
Trash to Treasure 
My Beautiful Neighborhood 
Masterpiece Decoupage Jewelry 

Springtime Celebration Parade 
Mini Fiber Arts Wall Murals 

  Construct Wood Folk Animals workshop, 11/21/2010                                                                  Avatar Workshop, 101/10/2010 
 
 

PAFA teaching artist Patricia Maunder assists boys 
at Gift of Family Leaves workshop, 12/19/2010 
 
Each workshop was led by an artist 
specializing in the workshop’s focal art, or 
a celebrity guest (Kamal from “The Roots” 
and rapper Kwamé, for instance) whose 
art form served as a starting point for the 
workshop’s focus.  Workshops were 
staffed by two or three Family Arts 
Academy teaching artists, PAFA’s 
Director of Museum Education, the Family 
Programs Coordinator, and several PAFA 
students and volunteers – frequently as 

many as 6 people – assisting the attendees.  This 
helped ensure that families received the help and 
support they might need to participate fully in each 
workshop.  
 
While each workshop’s principal focus was art-
making, several workshops included visits to the 
museum’s galleries to explore related artworks.  
 
In the Museum galleries, an introduction to Winslow Homer’s 
painting, Fox Hunt, for Animal Drawing workshop 10/17/2010 
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Creature Feature workshop , 1/30/2011 
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���   “Creating my alien monster.”  – child 

“I liked all the help everyone gave me.” – child 

“Teaching my daughter how to sew. Being with family .” – adult 

“Very child-friendly.  The presenter was fund and e nergetic.” – adult 

“The variance of ages and full family participation .” – adult 

The Sunday workshops at PAFA were a resounding success, as evidenced by participant 
comments received on survey forms, in interviews, and in spontaneous comments.   

 
 

Based on attendance, the most popular 
workshops were Draw a Live Horse (with 189 
attendees), The Art of Hip Hop with 
rapper/arranger/ producer Kwamé (155), Draw 
Hip-Hop Dancers (153), Animal Anatomy 
Academy (151),  Arty Instruments with “Roots” 
keyboardist Kamal Gray (124), and African 
Adinkre Prints (124).  
 

 

     “Draw a Live Horse” workshop, 11/7/2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Adinkra Printing workshop at PAFA, 2/27/2011

PAFA Workshop Evaluation  
  Snapshot   (Top score = 5.0) 
 

Workshop Quality: av, 4.7  
Instructor Quality: av. 4.7  
Helpers Quality: av. 4.8  
 
457 Sunday workshop survey  
respondents from 16 workshops,  
January 23 – May 22, 2011 
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Offsite Art Workshops at Community 
locations  – PAFA initially planned to present 
an additional 15 workshops in community 
locations, and ended up presenting: 84 
workshops at 34 community locations 
reaching 2,893 individuals.   

 
The 2nd of 4 community workshops held at,  

Adaire Elementary School, 12/7/2010 
 

 
 
At March 
community 
workshops at 
African 
American 
Museum: 
Quiltmaking 
(left, 3/16) 
and painting 
(right, 3/23) 
 

 

 
Noontime outreach workshop in LOVE Park, October 
 

These 84 community workshops, led by one 
or two members of the teaching artist staff, 
were more basic versions of the art-making 
workshops at PAFA, and were held mainly at 
schools and community centers.  Attendance 
varied widely – from 2 participants to 753 (at 
the PIFA Street Fair, where the PAFA art-
making table was in extremely high demand).  
Frequently, multiple workshop dates were 
scheduled at the same location in order to 
build interest.  The 34 community locations for 
these workshops (with the number of multiple 
workshops in parenthesis) were: 

 

Adaire Elementary School (4) 
African American Museum (5) 
Alexander McClure (2) 
Appletree Homeless Center (11) 
ASPIRA Latin Youth 
Ayuda Community Center 
Big Brothers & Big Sisters  
Cardinal Bevilacqua Center 
Coral Street Art Center (3) 
El Centro de Estudiantes (19) 
Franklin Square(2) 

Gaudenzia Rehabilitation Center 
Gen. Philip Kearny School 
Girard College (3) 
Grover Washington School  
H.A. Brown Elementary School (3) 
Home School Parent and Child 

Association (2) 
Indigo Arts (3) 
John B. Stetson Middle School  
Julia de Burgos Elementary School (3) 
Lehigh Ave. Arts Festival 
JFK Park (LOVE Park) (2) 

Ludlow Elementary School 
Martin Luther King Day 
North 5th Street 

Revitalization 
Penn Treaty Middle School 
Penns Landing 
Phila. Science Festival 
Phila. International Festival 

of the Arts’ street fair 
Rivera Art Center (6) 
Salvation Army (2) 
Shissler Rec. Center
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In addition to the 30 Sunday workshops and the 84 Offsite Art Workshops, PAFA presented 
a Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Family Arts Festival , held at PAFA from 1:00-4:00 on 

Monday January 17th (MLK 
Day), and targeted to 
homeless families .  
Refreshments and prizes 
helped create a festive and 
fun atmosphere.  PAFA 
students and volunteers 
worked to assist families in 
art-making activities and 
projects, reaching 250  of 
these underserved members 
of the community.   
 

        PAFA students worked with community members at the 2011 
                  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Family Arts Festival 

 
Workshops were not the sole means of outreach.  Family Arts Academy staff members also 
promoted the program by connecting with the broader community at: 

�  5 community events attended by 1,276 , and 
�  22 organizing meetings at  20 locations attended by  76 community leaders   

 
II. ART ACROSS THE CURRICULUM  encompassed Family Arts Academy’s four multi-week 

courses, each offered on four weekends (two courses offered in the fall semester, and two 
in the winter/spring semester).  Attendance over four weeks ranged from 40 (average 10 per 
class) for the first course to 132 (average 33 per class) for the last course.  Overall 
attendance of 357  exceeded the first-year goal (18 per class) by nearly 25%.  The four 
courses (and associated attendance) were: 

 
�  Painting FUNdamentals  (photo at right is from 

10/23/2011 class) – no experience was needed 
for this course exploring basic painting 
techniques and materials (attendance: 40). 

�  Seeing Green: The Art of Ecology  – explored art 
that inspires an appreciation for the natural 
environment while considering roles to protect 
our world (attendance: 72) 

�  Introductory Quiltmaking Class  – families 
worked together to design, piece together, sew, 
and embroider a handmade lap quilt in these classes presented in partnership with The 
Handwork Studio (attendance: 113). 

�  Basic Animation  – families worked together to create stop-action, collage, and cartoon animated 
adventure stories, and took home a DVD of their finished animated work (attendance: 132). 

 
Research on families attending the courses indicated that these families were motivated to 
take the courses more by a desire to achieve an artistic skill, whereas attenders of the 
Sunday workshops were more motivated more by a desire for family interaction.  The last 
two courses – quiltmaking and animation – proved more successful in engendering family 
interaction, as the themes naturally lent themselves to family members working together on 
the engaging and creative projects.  Quiltmaking and Animation also proved more enticing 
as class themes, drawing significantly higher attendance than the earlier two courses.   
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Course attenders responding to survey questions accorded a mean rating of 4.9 (on a 5.0 
scale)  for overall course quality, instructor quality, and quality of the assistants helping.    

 
III. ART CAREER FAIR & MENTORING WORK:  The Career Fair was presented as one of the 

30 Sunday workshops at PAFA on March 27, 2011, a time when families were accustomed 
to coming to PAFA for Family Arts Academy.  The event, presented in PAFA’s multi-purpose 
auditorium, accommodated families with younger children interested in the usual art creation 
activities offered at Sunday workshops by offering spin-art, crazy-hat-making, face-painting, 
a scavenger hunt, an art-picture contest, etc. in a festive environment – art-making activities 
around the perimeter, and art professionals to talk about career opportunities in the middle 
of the room. 
 

     
 

At Family Arts Academy Art Career Day , 3/27/2011, families talk with art professionals about careers in the arts.   
 
Parents and students (mostly high-school-age) talked directly with art professionals in a 
wide variety of art-related careers: computer graphics and web design; children’s book 
illustration; comic books/animation; sculpture; printmaking; architecture; interior design; art 
education; film and video; and art conservation.  Representatives of PAFA’s School of Fine 
Arts, from Admissions and Career Services, were also present to provide guidance.   
 
The event’s attendance of 219  (not counted in the Sunday Workshop total) not only 
exceeded the first-year Career Fair attendance goal by more than 80%, it was also the 
highest-attended Family Arts Academy event at PAFA for all of 2010-11.   

 
With Family Arts Academy reaching 
predominantly families with 
elementary school-age children 
(more than 80% of participating 
children were in Grade 5 or younger), 
the program was not reaching many 
in the target age group for mentoring 
activities, leading to adaptations in 
this part of the program.   
 
Art work by El Centro Estudiantes students at 
Family Art Exhibition.   
 
In Spring 2011, two high school 
students from El Centro Estudiantes 
(one of the principal locations for the 
outreach workshops) were chosen to 
serve as Family Arts Academy 
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interns, with the program’s Teaching Artists serving as mentors.  The students assisted with 
administrative duties one weekday each week to assist staff in preparing for upcoming 
workshops (copying, organizing materials, cutting card stock and making example art projects, 
etc.). Interns also served as helpers during the Sunday Afternoon Workshops. Each student 
received school credit for the completion of their internship.   

 
IV. ANNUAL EXHIBITION OF ARTWORK CREATED BY PARENTS /STUDENTS: The Family 

Art Exhibition opened with a festive reception on Saturday, June 18 at 2:00, and was up 
through July 24, 2011.  Attendance at the opening was a modest 72 people.  The exhibition 
was held in a gallery in PAFA’s Samuel M.V. Hamilton Building that saw a total attendance 
of more than 3,000 during the time period of the exhibition; however attendance for that 
gallery could not be tracked specifically. 

   
Looking at African Masks display, peering inside the shrunken museum, and shooting the installation, above at 
the Family Art Exhibit Opening.   Below right, Adinkre Print display of work from 2/27/2011 workshop at PAFA. 

 

The Family Art 
Exhibition 
featured a lively 
variety of art 
from the 
workshops 
(more than 100 
pieces of art), 
lovingly 
displayed, 
including groups 
of art instruments, soft 
sculptures, wooden 
sculptures, felt wall 
hangings, record spin 
art, animal drawings, 

tribute quilts, dream catchers, and trash-to-treasure 
artistic creations.   

Family Arts Academy staff members carefully prepared 
labels for each artistic creation with the artist’s name, as 
well as small informational signs describing the purpose 
and significance of each project.   
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In addition, signs with heartfelt feedback from survey respondents were intermittently 
displayed throughout the collection, such as “Nver Stop Art,” “I liked it . �  I liked all of it”, 
and “This is as good as it gets.” Many pictures of families making art during the workshops 
were also hung, adding an additional personal touch to the exhibit.  

Exhibit attendees were invited to leave comments.  They included: 

“What a wonderful reflection of a 
beautiful year!  Well done!” 

“I am an art teacher from Asheville, NC, 
and this exhibit completely inspired me!  
Thanks!” 

“Philly’s artistic future is as bright as an 
exploding star.  Rock on!!!” 

“Excellent show.  I can’t wait to see more”               From 3/13/2011 workshop survey form 

 
Overall success:  PAFA had set an aggregate first-year attendance goal of approximately 
3,000, and that target was exceeded by 50% in workshop attendance alone (4,607).  Adding in 
attendance at community events attendance (2,997), multi-week courses (357), Career Fair 
(219), and the Exhibition Opening (72), Family Arts Academy’s first year attendance exceeded 
8,200, nearly triple the first year goal.  

 
Beehive of activity at Wearable Art workshop, 
1/23/2011 
 
Moreover, Family Arts Academy 
succeeded in bringing families 
together for art-making experiences 
that nurtured their creativity, nourished 
the family bond, and in many 
instances in the workshops, fostered a 
sense of broader community.  Many 
attributes that boost academic 

performance – creative thinking, building self-confidence, sense of ownership, persistence – 
were all bountifully present in Family Arts Academy’s activities.   
 
But most importantly, Family Arts Academy’s 
participants’ experiences were extraordinary, as 
reflected in the survey and interview results 
documented in the extensive Family Arts 
Academy at PAFA Program Evaluation.  Well 
above 90% of participants (both children and 
adults) rated the Sunday Afternoon Workshops 
as being of good quality, having a quality 
instructor, and having quality helpers. Mean 
numerical ratings were 4.7 or higher on a 5-
point scale.  Families expressed what they liked 
best was that the activities were fun and creative, and it “was a great forum for children to 
express their creativity,” where participants were able to “use [their] own imagination and 
creativity.” Moreover, the workshops were “so fun, even the parents can enjoy the creativity.” 
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     (African Masks workshop , 2/6/2011) 

“Everything!” – child 

“I like that we got to paint and draw.” – child 

“I loved the topic, African masks.   It provided a 
great canvas for creating interesting art work, 
very colorful and the designs were great.” – adult 

“Children very engaged – truly encouraged free 
expression.” – adult 
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At left, 
Decorative 
Paper and 
Holiday Cards 
Workshop, 
12/5/2010 
 
 

 
At right, Avatar 

workshop, 
10/10/2010 

 
 

 
 
 
 
In sum, Family Arts Academy in its first 
year carried out all project components 
(with minor modifications), expanded its 
outreach workshops to more than five-fold 
of the initial goal, reached a 
demographically diverse cross-section of 

families, exceeded its participation goals with attendance that was more than 250% of goal, 
achieved superb satisfaction ratings from participants, and documented achievement of 
attributes linked to improved success in academics.   
 
 

 
 

Creature Feature workshop, 1/30/2011 
_______________________________________ 
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     (Valentine’s Day Cards workshop , 2/6/2011) 

“The cool junk.” – child 

“Using trash as art.” – child 

“Putting crazy things on our hearts.” – child 

“How I got to spend time with my family.”  – child 


