CHANGING VISIONS OF AMERICAN LIFE: 1740’S TO 1860’S meets the following curriculum standards:

Pennsylvania Academic Standards for the Arts and Humanities, Grades 3 – 12

9.1 Production and Examination of Visual Arts
All grades will know and use elements of visual arts, including color, form, line, space, contrast, proportion, repetition as well as produce original works of art by painting, drawing, or making crafts. 

Grades 3 – 8 will:

Recognize and use fundamental vocabulary appropriate to works of visual art. 

Use basic traditional media, such as graphite, experiment with traditional media to create books, and explain and demonstrate traditional media such as painting and weaving. 

Grades 3 – 5 will: 

Define objects, emotions and actions in a work of art. Communicate experiences and stories through art.  

9.2 Historical and Cultural Contexts:

Given analytical level of each grade, all grades will identify, explain and/or analyze the following issues regarding a work of visual art: 

The work’s cultural context, its relation to a specific point in history and a specific art historical style, the vocabulary used between social sciences and art, the characteristics of work from North America and Pennsylvania, specifically, the philosophical beliefs impacting the art, the cultural differences between works of art, the various traditions influencing the creation of art, the common themes and techniques used in art.

9.3 Critical Response:

Given analytical level of each grade, all grades will recognize, identify and explain the examination of works of art through comparing and contrasting, analysis, interpretation, use of hypotheses and creation and evaluation of judgments. 

Grades 3 – 8 will:

Know, describe and analyze the elements, principles, concepts and characteristics of different works of art.

Classify materials and skills used to create works of art, classify forms of art and classify styles of art.

Explain meanings of works of art, critically compare and contrast works of art and critically evaluate art with appropriate vocabulary.

Identify similar and different characteristics among works of art, and know and apply the critical processes used in identifying characteristics.

Know what a critic’s position is in relation to works of art; compare and contrast different critical positions about selected works.

9.4 Aesthetic Response

Grades 3 – 5 will:

Respond to philosophical statements about art, identify symbols in art, express an informed opinion about art, understand multiple opinions.

Grades 3 – 12 will:

Recognize, identify, compare and contrast the influence that the observer’s environment plays on his or her response to a work of art. 

Recognize, explain, describe and analyze subject matter, themes, and philosophies present in works of art.

Pennsylvania Academic Standards for History, Grades 3-12

8.1 Historical Analysis and Skills Development

Grades 3 – 9 will:

Understand and analyze chronological thinking about the past, present and future through time lines and context for events.

Grades  3 – 12 will:

Understand, explain, analyze and evaluate historical interpretation through ideas about fact and opinion, multiple points of view, and cause and effect. 

Understand, explain, analyze and synthesize historical research of events, facts, folklore, primary and secondary sources, and credibility of evidence. 

8.2 Pennsylvania History

Grades 3 – 6 will:

Understand, identify and explain the political and cultural contributions of individuals and groups to Pennsylvania history, such as Native Americans, Benjamin Franklin, William Penn. 

Identify and explain primarily documents, material artifacts and historic sites  important in Pennsylvania history. 

Identify and explain how continuity and change have influenced Pennsylvania history through innovations and settlement.

Grades 3 – 9 will:

Identify, explain and analyze conflict and cooperation among social groups in Pennsylvania history.

8.3United States History

Grades 3 – 6 will:

Identify and explain contributions of individuals and groups to U.S. history, such as Native Americans, George Washington, and Abraham Lincoln.

Identify and describe primary documents, material artifacts and historic sites important in U.S. history, such as the Declaration of Independence and the Emancipation Proclamation.

Identify important changes in U.S. history, in commerce and industry, innovation and settlement expansion.

Identify conflict and cooperation among social groups and organizations in U.S. history, such as ethnic and racial relations, migration and military conflicts. 

